24 SEPT. '29]	CHARGES AGAINST TINPLATE CO.
Pandifc Nilkanta Das urged that the protection granted to the Tin plate Industry
should be withdrawn as it has failed to carry out Indianisation adequately and tor its
treatment; of labour in connection with the Golmuri Strike. He said that while labourers
imported from abroad were given roughJy about Bs. 1,300 per month Indians for doing tne
same work were given only Bs, 88 and the manner in which they had shamelessly treated
the strikers at Golmuri forfeited their claim to protection at the cast of the Indian tar-
pavers.
Mr. Winterbotham (European from Madras) failed to understand the attitude of the
Bihar and Oriasa Government in refusing to set up a court of inquiry under the Trades
Dispute! Act to decide the matter. The Bihar Government in refusing to take advantage
of the machinery that has been set up to deal with the matter had done the greatest
disservice to the employers, employee and the general public in the country, He contested
tfee assertion that Indianisation had not made proper progress, for in 1923 the number of
covenanted men were 88 while it now stood at 42. He opposed the resolution which if
carried, would close down a national industry which was saving crores of rupees from the
Welsh Tin plate works.
Mr. H. P. Mody*(Bomhay Millowners) said that the resolution was unhappily worded,
which, if carded, would commit the House to a dangerous principle, namely, whenever
there was a quarrel between the employers and the employed protection wouM be with-
drawn from the industry concerned, Mr, Mody said the House was not the proper forum
for deciding this question which should be left to an impartial court of enquiry. The
Bihar Government, he said, showed absolute inaptitude in dealing with the situation.
Dewan Chamanlal said the subsidy which a foreign country has succeeded in
securing under fictitious pleas should be withdrawn if it is proved that the company is
guilty of the grossest violation of decency and order. There should be no hesitation on
the part of the Ho, se to refuse subsidy at the cost of the taxpayers* money. He referred
to mismanagement which compelled the company to issue debenture bonds and to inhuman
treatment to the strikers when the management resorted even to cutting oS water connec-
tion to break the strike. The Company was practically owned by the Burma Oil
Company who were utilising it in order to beat their rivals in the oil trade in other parts
of the world. It was not a national concern and so no protection should be granted to
it. He appealed to the House to do something for the strikers of Golmari. If they carried
this resolution, they would pass a vote of censure on the Government who would bring
pressure on the company in order to treat the labourers well.
Sir B. N, Mitra dwelt on the attitude of Government towards labonr question to
study which they had appointed a Royal Commission of Labour. Govprnmenf, he said,
looked with favour on the growth of genuine trade union movement in the country
but unfortunately labonr in tbe country was often drawn in the whirlpool of politics.
The position at Golmuri, Sir B. N. Mitra said, was complicated by the introduction
of politics. Narrating the facts of the case as was under possession of Government, he said
there was no strike at Tinplate factory as a full complement of labour were at woik there.
Pandit Nilkauta Das interrupting asksd if the new hands recruited were skilled labour.
Sir B, N. Mitra replied in the affirmative.
Proceeding Sir B. N. Mitra said that the difficulty in dealing with labour question in
the country was doe to the facfc that it was difficult to know who is a leader to-day and
who will be leader to-morrow. Referring to the reason why the British Government did
not appoint a court of inquiry it was because there was no demand for ifc.
Mr. T. Y. Phillips, (European Bengal) read telegram from the management of
Tinplate Workers that they did not cut off the water supply of the strikers. The break-
down was due to the action of some unknown persons which were put in proper order at
the earliest opportunity.
Pandit MotiJal Nehru said that it was not a mere party resolution but the whole weight;
of the Indian National Congress was behind it. He did not want to go into the facts
of the case as the House had already heard enough of it. He congratulated the non-
official members on both sides upon their unequivocable and unqualified condemnation
of the action of the Bihar Government for not appointing a court of enquiry. Ha
emphasised that an absolute case had been made out for withdrawing the protection and
appealfd to all sections of the House of non-officials to support the resolution.
Sir George Rainy dwelt on the tariff side of the question. If protection was with
drawa the tinplate industry, he said, would close down and the Tata Company would
fc oi- «lfficalfe *° dispose of 40,000 tons of manufactured steel at present consumed by
tne Xm-Plate Factory. It was dangerous principle to-Jwithdraw protection after having
If* lt wonld ha7e a very ua^tling effect on an industry seeking to avail of
-
protection,

